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I AM USF St. Petersburg: Mark Durand
By: John Husfield | Source: Sonia Helton
March 16, 2004 12:00AM EST

I AM USF ST. PETERSBURG!
V. Mark Durand, USF St. Petersburg’s first Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, is an international
authority in the area of developmental disabilities in children. His noted areas of research that focus on
children with severe behavior problems, such as aggression, self-injury and sleep disorders, have resulted in the development
of unique treatments that are used internationally. He has developed an assessment tool to measure and evaluate severe
behavior problems that is used internationally and has been translated into more than 15 languages.
Mark Durand

Dean Durand also developed a program of distinction in autism while at the State University of New York - Albany. The
Center of Autism and Related Disorders was highlighted in The Chronicle of Higher Education and the Los Angeles Times
for its work in training over 500 national and international students as professionals in the field and its practical application
in the community.
Dean Durand indicated that one of the reasons he was attracted to our campus was the creative focus of our unique
programs of distinction in Journalism and Media Studies; Florida Studies; and Environmental Science, Policy and Geography.
His vision for the college is to provide unique opportunities for students to learn on a small campus, with quality faculty, and
with an emphasis on hands-on learning experiences. To help accomplish these goals, he supports the evolution of the
Learning Communities into a Citizen/Scholar Program where students work in practicum settings on site in the community.
Dean Durand recognizes the accomplishments of the college with its strong research base supported by an excellent faculty,
its offerings across the Liberal Arts and Sciences, and the three programs of distinction. His vision strongly supports
promoting and creating unique programs and reaching out to students all over the world. He believes the goal for the college
is not to be different from the Tampa campus, but to be nationally and internationally distinctive in its own right.

Mission
USF St. Petersburg offers distinctive graduate and undergraduate programs in the arts and sciences,
business and education within a close-knit, student-centered learning community that welcomes individuals
from the region, state, nation and world. We conduct wide-ranging, collaborative research to meet
society’s needs and engage in service projects and partnerships to enhance the university and
community’s social, economic and intellectual life. As an integral and complementary part of a multicampus university, USF St. Petersburg retains a separate identity and mission while contributing to and
benefiting from the associations, cooperation and shared resources of a premier national research
university.
Please address your questions to Sonia Helton, BAY 204 Phone: 3-4537
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